Dear parents/carers,

 This week we…
· Continued exploring our Farm Animals topic and introduced our new focus story, The Little Red Hen. The children really enjoyed listening to the story and talking about the different characters. We had some thoughtful discussions about being helpful and how people might feel if we do not help them when they ask us. The children also thought of alternative endings to the story and shared ideas about what the other characters could do to make the Little Red Hen happier.
· We also began learning about the life cycle of a chicken, talking about how chicks grow and change. The children were very curious and enjoyed sharing what they already knew about eggs and baby animals.
· In maths, we have been practising subitising numbers 1–6 and helping Farmer Fred count his farm animals. The children sorted the animals into different fields and worked hard to recognise quantities without needing to count each one.
· The children also took part in lots of fun farm-themed activities. We enjoyed role playing as bakers, pretending to bake bread using playdough, just like the Little Red Hen in the story. In our sensory activity, the children helped shear a sheep using shaving foam, which they loved exploring with their hands.
· Another exciting challenge was rescuing the farm animals in three minutes. The animals were wrapped in wool and masking tape, and the children worked together to carefully free them.
· During phonics time we made silly soup and explored rhyming words. The children listened carefully and tried to find words that rhyme. Many children did well with this, and we will continue to practise rhyming as it is an important early reading skill.

    Next week we will be…
· Sequencing the story of The Little Red Hen, thinking about what happens first, next and last.
· Playing with The Little Red Hen small world, helping the children retell the story through play.
· Continuing to learn about life cycles, including the duck, hen and frog.
· In maths, we will be identifying which containers have more, fewer or the same amount.
· We will also read and explore several farm animal stories, including:
· The Three Little Pigs
· The Three Billy Goats Gruff
· Rosie’s Walk
· We will also be reading Chicken Licken, which we will use to practise rhyming words and listening carefully for similar sounds in words.

     Any other business
· Please ensure your child has two full sets of spare clothes in their bag at all times.

Thank you for your continued support. 
Marina and Belinda 
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